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Welcome to the adventures which the scenic rivers in southern Missouri offer. In the next
pages many rivers are described, both in general and by specific sections. You will also find
within this section a compilation of many public outfitters, which regularly provide all
necessary equipment for a canoe trip.
The river sections that are profiled are probably not the exact sections of river that you will
float if you rent your canoes and equipment form an outfitter. Each outfitter has “normal”
floats that you may choose from, and few, if any, of these floats will match with the sections
profiled in On The Loose, or with the sections any other outfitter would float!
After spending some time with the River Section of On The Loose, I feel that you will agree
there are many more rivers, which can be floated than the ones commonly mentioned (i.e.
Current, Niangua and such). Missouri is blessed with a multitude of relatively calm and safe
rivers, which are ideal for Scout Troops to float. Only a few rivers in Missouri, such as the St
Francis (not included) are rivers which only people with considerable whitewater experience
should venture. If your troop would like some real whitewater challenge after you have
acquired the necessary whitewater skills, then I would suggest looking towards Arkansas. The
state of Arkansas will provide you with a list of their float rivers by contacting their
department of tourism (address provided in the camp section).

EXPLANATION OF TERMS USED IN RIVER SECTION:
Gradient: The gradient of a river is the number of feet a river drops vertically in one (1)
mile distance of horizontal. Thus the greater the gradient, generally the faster the flow of the
river will be. However, many other factors determine how fast a river flows besides gradient.
The number of springs feeding the river effect the flow. Many times a river with a rather
average gradient of, say 4.5 will have a surprisingly swift current and you may be surprised
how little paddling you find yourself doing!

Quadrangles: The “quadrangles” listed are the United States Geological Survey (USGS)
maps for specified areas with the state. The quadrangles the river passes are listed in order
from the headwaters (beginning) to the mouth (ending) of the river. For most float trips,
having these maps is not necessary, especially if you are using an outfitter. However, if you
have your own canoes, or rent them to transport to the river yourself, then having these maps
may prove to be very helpful in determining your location with respect to other important
locations, such as your anticipated take-out spot. Also, these maps may prove invaluable in
the case of an emergency such as to find out how far a road or town is located from your
location. Quadrangle maps may be ordered from the Division of Geological Survey and
Water Resources, Buehler Park, Rolla, Missouri 65401. An index map of the quadrangles
available from the state will be furnished for free.
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Counties: The counties for each river are provided so maps of county roads may be
obtained. Once again the counties are listed from the headwaters of the river to the mouth.
Obtaining the county road maps is only necessary if you are putting your own canoes in and
pulling them out. Then the layout of county roads would be needed.

Difficulty: The rivers profiled have been classified according to the International Scale.
These difficulty ratings are expressed in Roman numerals as described below:
I.

EASY – Sand banks, bends without difficulty, occasional small rapids with waves regular and low.
Correct course easy to find out but care is needed with minor obstacles like pebble banks, fallen trees,
etc., especially on narrow rivers. River speed less than hard back paddling speed. Spray cover
unnecessary.

II.

MEDIUM – Fairly frequent but unobstructed rapids, usually with regular waves, easy eddies and easy
bends. Course generally easy to recognize. River speed occasionally exceeding hard back paddling
speed. Spray cover is generally not needed, but sometimes useful.

III.

DIFFICULT – Maneuvering in rapids necessary. Small falls, large regular waves covering boat,
numerous rapids. Main current may swing under bushes, branches or overhangs. Course not always
easily recognizable. Current speed usually less than fast forward paddling speed. Spray cover
recommended.

IV.

VERY DIFFICULT – Long extended stretches of rapids, high irregular waves with boulders directly
in current. Difficult broken water, eddies, and abrupt bends. Course often difficult to recognize and
inspection from the bank frequently necessary. Swift current. Spray cover necessary. Previous rough
water experience indispensable.

V.

EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT – Seldom attempted even by the very experienced.

VI.

LIMIT OF NAVIGABILTY – Cannot be attempted without risk of life.
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BEAVER CREEK
FEATURES: Beaver Creek is nearly the size of the Niangua River, but its water supply is much
less constant. However, the Beaver Creek has been getting noticed by more and more
canoeists recently because of its attractiveness and good gradient. Above Bradleyville, MO
is floatable, but usually is a wade-fish type of river during the summer. Although Beaver
Creek has only fairly recently been getting noted by canoeists, it has long been popular
with fly fishermen.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 8.4

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Bradleyville, Protem, Forsyth

COUNTIES: Douglas, Taney

NAME OF SECTION: Bradleyville to Long Creek Bridge

DISTANCE: 16 miles

GRADIENT: 9.3

EST. TIME: 8 hours

LOCATION: 20 miles East of Forsyth on Highway 76
STARTING POINT: MO Hwy 76-125 bridge at Bradleyville, MO
ENDING POINT: Long Creek low-water bridge on county road
COST: Negotiable
CONOE RENTAL: Scout discount, fishing available

Phone #: (417) 796-2236

SEASON: Mid-April to October

SECTION DESCRIPTION: The section description follows closely to the general description.
Beaver Creek offers some excellent floating waters, as well as the opportunity for fishing.
The countryside is wild and beautiful. There are several more access points below
Bradleyville, so this river can be ‘tailored’ to almost any length. Beneath the Long Creek
low-water bridge, Beaver Creek is backed up by Bull Shoals Lake.
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BIG PINEY RIVER
FEATURES: The Big Piney is the largest tributary of the Gasconade River. The Big Piney is
rated as a top-fishing stream, especially in its upper and middle regions. In these upper
and middle regions, one can find not only great fishing, but spectacular limestone bluffs
topped with pines and there’s a good chance to see wild turkey. The Big Piney is fed by
numerous good-sized springs, so the river remains floatable generally all summer.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 4.3

DIFFICULTY: I, seldom II

QUADRANGLES: Bado, Houston, Prescott, Edgar Springs, Big Piney, Waynesville
COUNTIES: Texas, Pulaski, Phelps

NAME OF SECTION: Baptist Camp to Boiling Spring

DISTANCE: 25.8 miles

GRADIENT: 4.2

EST. TIME: 11 hours

STARTING POINT: Baptist Camp access

ENDING POINT: Boiling Spring
low-water bridge

SECTION DESCRIPTION: No camping is permitted at the Baptist Camp access, but the
Boiling Spring low-water bridge does have a gravel bar for camping nearby. For a 17 mile
trip, one could put in at Dog’s Bluff access on MO Hwy 17. The Big Piney in this section is
quite crooked, and the river is lined with beautiful examples of Ozark wilderness. Several
bluffs line the river, making this a very scenic float.

NAME OF SECTION: Ross Access to Gasconade River

DISTANCE: 31 miles

GRADIENT: 3.8

EST. TIME: 15 hours

STARTING POINT: Ross Access

ENDING POINT: Access point at
Gasconade River

SECTION DESCRIPTION: About 3 miles from the Ross Access, there is the Miller Spring
Branch. Miller Spring fluctuates in flow from 5 to 15 million gallons per day. There are
only about seven of these types of springs in the state. Miller Cave, high in the nearby
bluff, is a well-known and worked archeological site. After entering Fort Leonard Wood
you will hit a low rock dam at a water plant intake. Water level will determine if it is
runable. You will leave the Fort and then re-enter it. About a mile after re-entry, there’s a
good camping gravel bar.
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BIG SUGAR CREEK - ELK RIVER
FEATURES: The Big Sugar Creek provides good camping and fishing and is an unusually clear
stream. The gradient of the river keeps the water flowing fast and steady. The Big Sugar
Creek and the Elk River are unique in that they have good flows, good fishing, and some
moderately difficult rapids. These rivers offer something to every canoeist - experienced or
inexperienced.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 6.5

DIFFICULTY: II

QUADRANGLES: Rocky Comfort, Noel

COUNTIES: McDonald

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy 90 Bridge to Cyclone

DISTANCE: 14.6 miles

GRADIENT: 6.5 to 8.9

EST. TIME: 6 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy 90 bridge

ENDING POINT: Cyclone low-water
bridge

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Many floats begin at the Cyclone low-water bridge. However, a
5.5-mile stretch from Hwy 90 to Powell has a gradient of 8.9 - good fast water. The water
runs good and there are a few sharp turns, but most of the river is relatively straight. This
is a remote area, void of many cottages and such. A river road parallels the river.

NAME OF SECTION: Cyclone to Shady Beach

DISTANCE: 17.4 miles

GRADIENT: 7.2

EST. TIME: 7 hours

STARTING POINT: Cyclone low-water bridge

ENDING POINT: Shady Beach
private campground & take-out on right

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Floating down from Cyclone, the river passes by many cottages
and is joined near Pineville by the Little Sugar Creek. The scenery is beautiful and the river
flows quick and steady. Some maneuvering may be required in this section, but the rapids
are only ranked a II. Where Indian Creek joins, the water is fast and heavy as the flow is
doubled. Past Shady Beach, the river regains its isolated qualities and flows into Oklahoma
and the Lake of the Cherokees.
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BLACK RIVER
FEATURES: The three beginning forks of the Black River originate within the shadow of
Missouri’s highest point: Taum Sauk Mountain. The upper sections of the Black are
exceptionally clear and there is some good small-mouth bass fishing. Below the Clearwater
Lake and Dam the river moves much more slowly, but still good fishing opportunities await.
There are many small canyon-like gorges called shut-ins on the upper forks of the Black
but these are not canoeable, but Johnson shut-ins State Park on the East Branch is a great
place for Troops to camp and several trails exist which climb to the summit of Taum Sauk
Mountain. In this area a Scout Troop could do some good backpacking, camping, and
canoeing. All of this could be used for a great ‘high-adventure’ experience.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 4.8

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Edgehill, Lesterville, Ellington, Piedmont, Williamsville, Poplar Bluff
COUNTIES: Reynolds, Wayne, Butler
NAME OF SECTION: Mill Creek to Hwy K Bridge

DISTANCE: 15 miles

GRADIENT: 5.7

EST. TIME: 7 hours

STARTING POINT: Mill Creek put-in

ENDING POINT: Hwy K bridge

SECTION DESCRIPTION: This is the fastest moving section of the Black River, and probably
the best suited for Scout groups. The river moves along at a good pace in this section and
the scenery is beautiful. The Hwy K bridge is the last take-out before the Clearwater Lake
backs water up at full levels. Possible campsites exist on both sides of the river at the Hwy
K bridge.

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy K bridge to Black River Camp

DISTANCE: 23.6 miles

GRADIENT: 3.9

EST. TIME: 13 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy K bridge

ENDING POINT: Black
River Camp at Leeper, MO
and Mo Hwy 34 bridge

SECTION DESCRIPTION: For the first 15 miles of this section the river moves slowly towards
the Clearwater Dam. However, the scenery is typical of the Ozarks and is indeed a pretty
float. General lake activities are possible on Clearwater Lake and fishing is possible on the
lake and down river of the dam. The river is floatable for another 40 miles past Leeper,
but it tends to move increasing slower. A float from Mill Creek to the Dam is about 31
miles and is a good 2-day trip.
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BOURBEUSE RIVER
FEATURES: The Bourbeuse River is more crooked than the reputed Gasconade River. It winds
for approximately 100 miles within an airline distance of only 27 miles, all of which is within
Franklin County! This is a relatively small, slow river which is not as clear as many of the
streams farther south, yet it provides some good bass fishing. The Bourbeuse River has
many picturesque features and is cut up by roads very little. Even though it is small and
rather slow, the fact that there are so many turns makes this a good floating river,
especially if the Scouts enjoy fishing.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 2.4

DIFFICULTY: I

QUADRANGLES: Oak Hill, Gerald, Union, St. Clair

COUNTIES: Gasconade, Franklin

NAME OF SECTION: Kampschroeder Bend to Eastwood

DISTANCE: 24 miles

GRADIENT: 1.7

EST. TIME: 15 hours

STARTING POINT: Conservation Access just past Kampschroeder Bend
ENDING POINT: MO Hwy 185 bridge at summer community of Eastwood
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Only one road crosses the river in this section. The river is slow
and very winding through this section and very pretty. There is an access about 7 miles
before the Hwy 185 bridge at Peters Ford.

NAME OF SECTION: Eastwood to Reiker Ford

DISTANCE: 21.5 miles

GRADIENT: 2.0

EST. TIME: 13 hours

STARTING POINT: MO Hwy 185 bridge at summer community of Eastwood
ENDING POINT: Conservation access at Reiker Ford
SECTION DESCRIPTION: No roads cross the river in this section, making the floating
experience a wilderness one. Ask permission to put-in at Eastwood at the Sporting Life
store on Hwy. 50 east of Beaufort.
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BOURBEUSE RIVER (CONTINUED)
NAME OF SECTION: Reiker Ford to US. Hwy 50 at Union

DISTANCE: 20 miles

GRADIENT: 2.3

EST. TIME: 12 hours

STARTING POINT: Conservation access at Reiker Ford
ENDING POINT: US Hwy 50 bridge at Union (public access)
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Only one bridge crosses the river in this section. The river
becomes rather civilized past Union. The river is rather crooked during this section and is
rather typical of the other sections as well.
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BRYANT CREEK
FEATURES: Bryant Creek is a relatively wild creek in the same area as the North Fork. Bryant
is a highly fishable creek, but has a little less flow than the North Fork. However, since it
has a little less flow and it is more narrow than the North Fork it has more obstacles and
some good riffles and is far from being dull.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 5.8

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Buckhart, Gainesville

COUNTIES: Douglas, Ozark

NAME OF SECTION: Rippee Wildlife Area to Hodgson Mill

DISTANCE: 23.4 miles

GRADIENT: 5.3

EST. TIME: 12 hours

STARTING POINT: Rippee Wildlife Area on MO Hwy 14 ENDING POINT: Hodgson Mill
Access
SECTION DESCRIPTION: For 9 miles of this section the river has a gradient of 7.8.
However, during dry seasons this section may not have enough flow to be continuously
floated without some wading. There are several caves along this section. Some of the
caves are private, but possibly can be explored.

NAME OF SECTION: Hodgson Mill to Tecumseh

DISTANCE: 17 miles

GRADIENT: 5.0

EST. TIME: 8 hours

STARTING POINT: Hodgson Mill Access

ENDING POINT: Corps of
Engineers’ campground at Tecumseh

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Hodgson Mill has a good campground and is one of the few water
mills still in operation. There is a mill store on site. The river is fairly crooked and
challenging in this section and is a great float. This section of river generally has enough
water at all times. Several good swimming holes exist at bridges crossing the stream.
Several good rifts exist which make this float exceptional.
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CURRENT RIVER
FEATURES: The Current River is the most spring-fed river in the Ozarks and thusly can be
floated year-round since it seldom freezes
over. The Current River in normal water is a
very safe river with no sections that properly could be labeled as rapids. The Current River
is now protected in the National Scenic Riverways. The Current River is among the most
heavily used rivers during the summer months. The Current has long been a favorite of
Scout Troops and provides an excellent float for Scouts of all ages. Plastic coated waterproofed maps are available for a fee by contacting: Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources,
111 Fairgrounds Rd., Rolla, MO 65401 (314) 364-1752.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 4.4

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Montauk, Cedar Grove, Lewis Hollow, Round Spring, Eminence, Cardareva,
Van Buren, Grandin, Doniphan
COUNTIES: Den, Shannon, Carter, Ripley

NAME OF SECTION: Montauk to Akers Ferry

DISTANCE: 16.7 miles

GRADIENT: 8.7

EST. TIME: 6 hours

STARTING POINT: Montauk State Park

ENDING POINT: Akers Ferry Hwy K

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Montauk to Akers Ferry is a very popular section to float. The river
travels through some very pretty Ozark wilderness and besides the number of people on
the river, is quite wild. Medlock Cave is on the right along the river and has a lake, which
can be floated into. Also, Welch Spring and Cave is a mile downstream of Medlock Cave
and have been floated by canoe. Camping is possible both at Montauk State Park and just
upstream of Akers Ferry.

NAME OF SECTION: Akers Ferry to Pulltite

DISTANCE: 9.5 miles

GRADIENT: 6.5

EST. TIME: 4 hours

STARTING POINT: Akers Ferry Hwy K

ENDING POINT: Pulltite Cmpgrnd

SECTION DESCRIPTION: This section is much like the one from Montauk to Akers Ferry.
The gradient is slightly less however. A seldom visited feature is two large sinkholes
known as ‘The Sunkland’ and ‘Burr Oak Basin’ are 3 to 4 miles south of Akers and can be
reached by foot via Lewis and Hieronymus Hollows (see the Lewis Hollow topographic
map). Several caves exist along the river which make good shelters. Camping is possible
both near Akers Ferry and at Pulltite.
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CURRENT RIVER (CONTINUED)
NAME OF SECTION: Pulltite to Jacks Fork

DISTANCE: 27 miles

GRADIENT: 5.0

EST. TIME: 12 hours

STARTING POINT: Pulltite Campground

ENDING POINT: Ferry & take-out
.8 miles downstream of Jacks Fork

River
SECTION DESCRIPTION: This section is similar to the previous sections, but the gradient is
decreasing. Several gravel bars make good campsites in the first few miles of this section.
The river is very scenic in this section and the current is still sufficient to carry your canoe
down the river.
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ELEVEN POINT RIVER
FEATURES: The Eleven Point River is a good distance south in the state, but more than makes
up for it in wilderness and floatability. The Eleven Point is a fast moving river and provides
a great float-trip for canoeists of all skill-levels. The river flows through an area named
‘The Irish Wilderness’ which is fantastic wild area (which also may be used for hiking and
camping). The Eleven Point is a National Scenic River. This river is not nearly as used by
the public and Scout groups in particular as the Current, and should be given consideration
as a refreshing alternative.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 5.4

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Montier, Birch Tree, Van Buren, Gatewood

COUNTIES: Oregon

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy 19 bridge to Riverton Bridge

DISTANCE: 19 miles

GRADIENT: 5.6

EST. TIME: 8 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy 19 bridge

ENDING POINT: Riverton and
Hwy 160 bridge

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Although the river is possibly floatable 16 miles upstream, Greer
Spring is 0.6 miles upstream doubles the flow of the river and is the 2nd largest spring in
the state. Several access points such as Cane Bluff are located upstream and a popular
access point known as ‘Surprise’ is located 5 miles downstream of Hwy 19. For 11 miles
below Greer Spring, rainbow trout are maintained in the river. The river goes through the
Clark National Forest in this section and the Irish Wilderness.

NAME OF SECTION: Riverton to Stubblefield Ferry

DISTANCE: 12.3 miles

GRADIENT: 4.3

EST. TIME: 5 hours

STARTING POINT: Riverton and Hwy 160 bridge

ENDING POINT: Stubblefield Ferry
and take-out

SECTION DESCRIPTION: As the river flows towards the Arkansas/Missouri state line, it
continues to flow through some of the best Ozark scenery southern Missouri has to offer.
CONTACT INFO: Johnbird@elevenpointriver.org
Eleven point River Conservancy
RR 1 Box 127 Alton, MO 65606
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FLAT CREEK
FEATURES: The Flat Creek, along with the James River, flow into Table Rock Lake. However,
relatively little of the Flat Creek has been destroyed by the reservoir. The Flat Creek is a
favorite among canoeists and is even floated during the winter seasons. The Flat Creek
gets its name from the fact that it has the same gradient for almost the entire floatable
length.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 7.0

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Aurora, Shell Knob

COUNTIES: Barry, Stone

NAME OF SECTION: Jenkins to MO Hwy 173

DISTANCE: 24 miles

GRADIENT: 7

EST. TIME: 14 hours

STARTING POINT: Bridge at south edge of Jenkins, MO (via Hwy 39 or Hwy 248)
ENDING POINT: Take-out at south side of MO Hwy 173 bridge.
SECTION DESCRIPTION: The section description follows closely with the general description.
The Flat Creek provides good fishing and is large enough to provide some joint boat
floating. The Flat Creek is fairly crooked and does have some places, which require some
maneuvering.
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GASCONADE RIVER
FEATURES: The Gasconade River is reputed to be one of the most crooked rivers in the world.
Entirely in Missouri, the river winds nearly 300 miles from its source near Hartville to the
Missouri River, which is a straight-line distance of 120 miles. Although the Gasconade has
a lower gradient than many other rivers, some sections are surprisingly fast sections, yet is
a very safe floatable river. The Gasconade is epitomized by steep bluffs, gorgeous cuts,
hairpin turns, and lazy eddies. Many hardwoods, softwoods and dogwoods line the river.
Many hidden logs and protruding boulders lie in the river. Wild flowers, many birds and
animals will be seen on the Gasconade. There are several outfitters on the Gasconade.
There are too many sections to describe in detail, so please call the outfitters to inquire
where the ‘good water’ is when you wish to float.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 2.6

DIFFICULTY: I

QUADRANGLES: Mansfield N.E., Owens, Manes, Drynob, Richland, Waynesville, Rolla, Vienna,
Linn, Bland, and Morrison
COUNTIES: Wright, Laclede, Pulaski, Phelps, Maries, Osage, Gasconade
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HUZZAH AND COURTOIS CREEK
FEATURES: The Huzzah Creek and Courtois creeks run nearby. Both are clear-water beauties.
Although they do not provide adequate floating water in all seasons, Scout troops from
Kansas City area have found them to be a great floats-check with the outfitters for stream
conditions. In times of good water, both Creeks are very quick and sporty. They boast
sharp turns, plenty of obstructions to avoid, and narrow channels. The valleys for both
creeks have a real Ozark flavor to them and are very enjoyable and fun floats. Their
names are pronounced: Coort-a-way and Hoo’-za.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 8.5 approx

DIFFICULTY: II

QUADRANGLES: Berryman, Sullivan

COUNTIES: Washington, Crawford

NAME OF SECTION: Huzzah Creek

DISTANCE: 23.4 miles

GRADIENT: 8.5

EST. TIME: 8 hours

STARTING POINT: Why V bridge SE of Davisville

ENDING PT: Meramec River access

SECTION DESCRIPTION: The section description is the same as the general description
provided above. This is a fast, fun river. However, Scouts have made this trip safely, but
do plan on ‘dumping’ a few times unless you’re experienced. A great float for Scouts of all
ages.

NAME OF SECTION: Courtois Creek

DISTANCE: 18.2 miles

GRADIENT: 8.5

EST. TIME: 6 hours

STARTING POINT: Forest Service access below Hazel Creek
ENDING POINT: Hwy E low water bridge, 0.3 miles down steam on the Huzzah
SECTION DESCRIPTION: The section description follows closely with the general description.
About 10 miles downstream there are some rocky rapids. There is a good run along the
right bank - watch for downed trees. About 5 more miles downstream the river divides.
Take the left channel and you enter The Narrows, a narrow, fast section - watch for
downed trees. Once again, a good river for Scouts of all ages, as long as you don’t care if
you ‘dump’ once in awhile.
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INDIAN CREEK
FEATURES: Indian Creek is suitable primarily for spring floats. However, the gradient is steady
and offers some of the best floating waters in the Ozarks. There are no outstanding hard
rapids, but brush, logs, and fast turns add to the challenge of this river. The Indian Creek
travels through relatively undisturbed countryside. The Indian Creek has the same distinct
advantages
es the Big Sugar and Elk Rivers have: fast, steady water with moderate rapids
and a good current always.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 8.7

DIFFICULTY: II & III

QUADRANGLES: Ritchey, Neosho, Noel
COUNTIES: Newton, McDonald
CC (McNatt) to El
Elk River
NAME OF SECTION: Hwy C-CC

DISTANCE: 20.5 miles

GRADIENT: 8.7

EST. TIME: 8 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy C-CC
CC bridge at McNatt, MO

ENDING POINT: low-water bridge
0.4 mi downstream on Elk River

SECTION DESCRIPTION: The section description follows closely to the general description,
as this is the only section described. The Indian Creek can be floated right into the Elk
River and down as far as Oklahoma, 17 miles from where they join. Be alert that 4.5 miles
past the MO Hwy 76 bridge there is a concrete slab with a 4
4-ft.
t. rocky drop below it NOT
SHOWN ON THE MAP. Portage, except in good water, on right.
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JACKS FORK RIVER
FEATURES: The Jacks Fork River is one of the wildest and most scenic of the Missouri Ozark
streams. The valley which the river flows through is nearly a canyon with little to no
bottomlands for the first 25 miles of the upstream sections. The river has a good gradient
and current and float trips on the Jacks Fork are very enjoyable. Since the Jacks Fork
meets the Current River, trips starting on the Jacks Fork and ending on the Current are a
possibility. Unfortunately, the river above Alley Spring is often dry during the summer
months, except following a good rain. The Jacks Fork is not a particularly difficult river, but
it does have its exciting moments!
GENERAL GRADIENT: 7.3

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Summersville, Eminence

COUNTIES: Texas, Shannon

NAME OF SECTION: Buck Hollow to Alley Spring

DISTANCE: 24 miles

GRADIENT: 7.5

EST. TIME: 10 hours

STARTING POINT: State Hwy 17 bridge at Buck Hollow ENDING POINT: Alley Spring Mill
and Access
SECTION DESCRIPTION: This section is a beautiful float, but as described before, it is often
unrunable during times of low water - check with outfitters. The river travels through
nearly a canyon, which is a very pretty float. The river entrance to Jam Up Bluff and Cave
is one of the most spectacular entrances to a cave in the state. The cave may be explored
during daylight hours back to a lake which receives plunging waters from upper reaches of
the cave. There is camping available at Alley Spring.

NAME OF SECTION: Alley Spring to Current River

DISTANCE: 14.4 miles

GRADIENT: 6.3

EST. TIME: 7 hours

STARTING POINT: Alley Spring Mill and Access
ENDING POINT: Ferry and take-out 0.8 miles downstream on the Current River
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Alley Spring is the 10th largest spring in the state, which makes
this section more often floatable than the upper section. The town of Eminence is 6 miles
downstream of Alley Spring and is often used as an access point. Although the river
doesn’t flow through such a restricted passage, this section of the river is beautiful indeed.
Since the river flows into the Current, floats can start on the Jacks Fork and end
downstream on the Current.
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JAMES RIVER
FEATURES: The James River is reputed to have hosted the first float trips for which the Ozarks
are so famous. Before Table Rock Lake, a 125 mile, 5 day run was possible from Galena to
Branson. However, the most commonly floated stretch is the section described below.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 4.5
DIFFICULTY: I
QUADRANGLES: Ozark (15'), Nixa, Republic (7 1/2'), Highlandville, Hurley, Galena
COUNTIES: Green, Christian, Stone
NAME OF SECTION: Hootentown to Galena DISTANCE: 22 miles
GRADIENT: 4.5
EST. TIME: 10 hours
STARTING POINT: Hootentown Bridge Access
ENDING POINT: Just past MO Hwy 248-13 bridge at Galena on right
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Much of the water in the James River provide for good fishing, so
be sure to bring your poles. There are several fast spots so be on the look out. Several
accesses line the river, so multiple put-in spots are available. The James River twists and
winds around the mountains of Southwest Missouri which offers some excellent floating
possibilities and Table Rock Lake offers a multitude of summer lake activities. A fun-filled
trip awaits a Scout Troop on the James River and Table Rock Lake.
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LITTLE NIANGUA RIVER
FEATURES: The Little Niangua River is fed by numerous large springs and is considered, along
with the Niangua, to be one of the best fishing rivers in the state. Species of fish in the
Little Niangua include: Green Sunfish (black perch), Largemouth Bass, Bluegill, crappie,
walleye and channel catfish.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 4.8

DIFFICULTY: I and frequently II

QUADRANGLES: Branch, Climax Springs, Barnumton
COUNTIES: Hickory, Camden
NAME OF SECTION: US Hwy. 54 to MO Hwy P

DISTANCE: 9 miles

GRADIENT: 5.5

EST. TIME: 3 hours

STARTING POINT: US Hwy 54 bridge

ENDING POINT: MO Hwy P
bridge

SECTION DESCRIPTION: In high waters, the float can begin from a low-water bridge on a
small road connecting Hwy BB and Hwy 73 just south of US Hwy 54. About 2.5 miles down
from Hwy 54, the river divides. Almon Cave is in bluff along the left channel.

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy P to Hwy J (lake)

DISTANCE: 22 miles

GRADIENT: 4.3

EST. TIME: 8 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy P bridge

ENDING POINT: Hwy J bridge
Just before Lake of the Ozarks

SECTION DESCRIPTION: This section has several creeks and large springs feeding the river,
which increases the speed of the river. About 11 miles down river, keep a lookout on the
left for Upper Burnt Mill Cave and 0.3 miles further, Lower Burnt Mill Cave. Both caves can
be explored, but be careful and take normal cave exploring precautions. There once was a
mill at the Lower Cave site, but was burned during the Civil War.
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MERAMEC RIVER
FEATURES: The Meramec River provides nearly 100 miles of fairly wild, floatable river with
some outstanding caves and other Ozark scenery. The Meramec River is floatable most all
year long. Although this river runs in regions which include some well-populated areas, it
still retains much of its wilderness appeal. This is a very popular river to float for the
residents of St. Louis. The most floated sections are between Maramec Spring and
Meramec State Park, although the river can be floated all the way to the Mississippi River,
although past St. Clair or Pacific, mans’ existence can be seen and may not be appealing to
some canoeists. The river can be floated above Maramec Springs, but only in periods of
high water. Plastic coated water-proofed maps are available for a fee from: Missouri Dept.
of Natural Resources, 111 Fairgrounds Rd., Rolla, MO 65401 (314) 364-1752.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 3.4

DIFFICULTY: I

QUADRANGLES: Stone Hill, Steelville, Maramec Spring, Cuba, Leasburg, Sullivan, Union, St.
Clair, Pacific
COUNTIES: Dent, Crawford, Phelps, Franklin, Jefferson, St. Louis
NAME OF SECTION: Woods Wildlife to Riverview Access

DISTANCE: 16 miles

GRADIENT: 4.2

EST. TIME: 6 hours

STARTING POINT: Woods Wildlife area reached from Hwy 8
ENDING POINT: Riverview Public Access reached from Hwy O, 6 miles off Hwy 19
SECTION DESCRIPTION: The Woods access is usually the highest practical put-in. The
Maramec Spring branch is 2 miles down steam, which has a daily flow of over 90 million
gallons. This is a popular floating section, with good reasons.

NAME OF SECTION: Riverview Access to Hwy H

DISTANCE: 26 miles

GRADIENT: 3.2

EST. TIME: 12 hours

STARTING POINT: River Access reached from Hwy O, 6 miles off Hwy 19
ENDING POINT: Hwy H low-water bridge
SECTION DESCRIPTION: You will pass by the city of Steelville and right by one of its City
Parks in this section. As normal, several creeks and bridges enter and cross the river.
Huzzah Creek (see separate listing) enters 2.5 miles above the Hwy H low-water bridge.
Onondaga Cave, an outstanding commercial cave, is about a mile from the Hwy H bridge
to the left.
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MERAMEC RIVER (CONTINUED)
NAME OF SECTION: Hwy H to Meramec State Park

DISTANCE: 22 miles

GRADIENT: 2.8

EST. TIME: 10 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy H low-water bridge

ENDING POINT: Meramec State
Park boat ramp

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Look on your topos to find several caves in this section. Dry Cave,
on right, is badly vandalized, but another cave is high in the bluff and often covered by
trees. Green Cave (private) has one of the most spectacular entrances in the state. The
cave is long and mostly ‘water passage’.

NAME OF SECTION: Meramec State Park to Mississippi

DISTANCE: 100 miles

GRADIENT: 1.6 and less

EST. TIME: Unknown

STARTING POINT: Meramec State Park

ENDING POINT: Mississippi River

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Stay in left channel as you leave Meramec State Park. Only 4 miles
from the park is Meramec Caverns, another outstanding commercial cave with an access.
From the Meramec Caverns, the river will stay relatively wild and attractive down to St.
Clair; a distance of about 20 miles. From St. Clair and beyond, the river is wild in
stretches, and quite populated and unattractive in others. There are several access points
along the way. Check with outfitters.
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NIANGUA RIVER
FEATURES: The Niangua River is rated as one of the best fishing streams in Missouri, and is
closely located to the Bennett Spring State Park. Campsites are available at Bennett Spring
State Park which can serve as the headquarters for the float-trip. One canoe group
(contact Bennett Spring State Park) schedules an annual ‘Fall Color Float’.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 4.6

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Missouri: Long Lane, Charity, Buffalo, Macks Creek
COUNTIES: Missouri: Dallas, Laclede, Camden
NAME OF SECTION: Hwy. 32 to Hwy. K-P Bridge

DISTANCE: 16.2 miles

GRADIENT: 4.2

EST. TIME: 7 hours

STARTING POINT: MO Hwy 32

ENDING POINT: Hwy K-P Bridge

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Put in at the State Hwy. 32 bridge, 4 miles east of Buffalo.
Alternate put in 1.3 miles down river at low-water bridge on county road 0.8-mile northeast
of Hwy 32 via road to Engle school. The Niangua is joined by the Greasy, Indian and
Durington Creeks in this section.

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy K-P to Bennett Spring Park

DISTANCE: 14 miles

GRADIENT: 4.1

EST. TIME: 6 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy. K-P bridge

ENDING POINT: Bennett Spring
Access

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Just 3.5 miles from the Hwy K-P bridge, there is Saltpeter Cave in
bluff on the left. The cave has a very large entrance, which makes for a very good shelter.
The cave is small but has two levels and is one of the best examples of a cored dome pit in
the state. Miners pick marks are still visible in one passage.
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NIANGUA RIVER (CONTINUED)
NAME OF SECTION: Bennett Springs to Mountain Creek

DISTANCE: 10 miles

GRADIENT: 3.5

EST. TIME: 4 hours

STARTING POINT: Bennett Springs State Park Access

ENDING POINT: Mountain
Creek, also known as the
Prosperine Access

SECTION DESCRIPTION: There are some abruptly along bluffs in this region, making the
river more challenging. Several creeks make their way to the Niangua within this section.
About 7.5 miles from Bennett Springs, there is a good spring about 0.4 miles up the Prater
Spring branch on left. Purify the water from the spring - it should taste better than river
water anyway! There are a few fast rocky riffle areas, and in one place, some old bridge
piers to navigate around.

NAME OF SECTION: Mountain Creek to Mill Creek

DISTANCE: 23 miles

GRADIENT: 5.2

EST. TIME: 7-8 hours

STARTING POINT: Mountain Creek (Prosperine Access)
ENDING POINT: Access point below Mill Creek and before Tunnel Dam
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Since the gradient is increased in this section, expect faster water
and increased difficulty. As with faster water, be prepared for more trees in the water, and
more strainers (low, overhanging trees). The river typically winds through beautiful Ozark
scenery. Several bluffs makes this section of the Niangua particularly scenic.
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NORTH FORK WHITE RIVER
FEATURES: Most commonly known as the ‘North Fork’ has some of the best whitewater in the
Missouri Ozarks. Combined with a relatively constant flow of clear water from large springs
makes the North Fork an excellent river for Scout Troops. There are a number of old mills
in the area. There are some good and fast riffles, ledge drops and standing waves at
certain places. The North Fork is well-known, well-floated river which remains floatable
most all summer long. It has long been a favorite of Scout Troops because of diversity it
offers.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 7.5

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Topaz, Cureall, Gainesville

COUNTIES: Douglas, Ozark

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy 76 to Twin Bridges

DISTANCE: 24 miles

GRADIENT: 8.6

EST. TIME: 10 hours

STARTING POINT: Low-water bridge on connecting road between Hwy 76 and E
ENDING POINT: Hwy 14 bridge at Twin Bridges
SECTION DESCRIPTION: For a good portion of this section, the river is quite crooked. The
water volume is very good and the gradient keeps the canoes going. All along the North
Fork there are numerous put-ins, and different outfitters have their favorites. There is a
usable campground at the Hwy 14 bridge at Twin Bridges. These upper regions are in the
Mark Twain National Forest which retains some wilderness character and provides the river
with good watershed protection which keeps the water quality good.

NAME OF SECTION: Twin Bridges to Tecumseh Takeout
GRADIENT: 6.4
STARTING POINT: Hwy 14 bridge at Twin Bridges

DISTANCE: 25 miles
EST. TIME: 13 hours
ENDING POINT: Tecumseh
Takeout at Norfork Lake

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Many springs feed the river in the first portions of this section.
Even though the gradient drops the volume remains good and some sporty rifts are
produced. Often times when a spring feeds into the river, a riffle is produced just
downstream. There are some beautiful stands of short-leaf pine and near wilderness Ozark
scenery greets all canoeists. Nearing the lower end, past the Dawt Mill Dam (easy
portage), there is 2 miles of fast, sporty riffles which are great to run.
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OSAGE FORK OF THE GASCONADE
FEATURES: The Osage Fork is a fine floating and fishing stream which is often overlooked.
Maples, redbuds, dogwoods, and other flowering trees and shrubs make it a very pretty
stream in both spring and fall. Caves are abundant along its banks and there are plenty of
gravel bars for camping. Since the river is not used a lot, this is a beautiful, relatively
trash-free river which is a very enjoyable float.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 4.8

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Rader, Lebanon, Drynob

COUNTIES: Webster, Wright,
Laclede

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy ZZ to Hwy 5

DISTANCE: 17 miles

GRADIENT: 5.8

EST. TIME: 6 hours

STARTING POINT: Hwy ZZ at low-water bridge near Rader, MO
ENDING POINT: State Hwy 5 bridge
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Several low-water bridges are along this section and several creeks
flow into the river in this section. This section is typical of the description of the Osage
Fork as given above.

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy 5 to Drynob, MO

DISTANCE: 23 miles

GRADIENT: 4.8

EST. TIME: 9 hours

STARTING POINT: State Hwy 5 bridge

ENDING POINT: Drynob, MO

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Several creeks join the river in this section. Saltpeter cave is about
8 miles down river on the left. This cave was once an active saltpeter producing cave.
Saltpeter was used for producing gunpowder. This section is a little more crooked than the
Hwy ZZ to Hwy 5 section, and offers ideal floating waters and scenery. About 12 miles
down river, the river crosses the Hwy B low-water bridge where there is a campsite.
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OSAGE FORK OF THE GASCONADE (CONTINUED)

NAME OF SECTION: Drynob to Gasconade River

DISTANCE: 17 miles

GRADIENT: 4.3

EST. TIME: 6-7 hours

STARTING POINT: Drynob, MO

ENDING POINT: US Hwy 66 bridge,
0.8 miles down the Gasconade.

SECTION DESCRIPTION: This section of the river is as scenic as the other sections and
follows the same general description. A good rift (rock ledge) is about 10 miles down river
near Abo, MO, which makes for a fast, fun little rapid. There is a large shelter cave in bluff
on the right about 1 mile from the rift which was once occupied by Indians. About 3 miles
before the Gasconade River there’s a island which has a good chance of being log jammed.
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SAC RIVER
FEATURES: The Sac River flows between the Stockton Reservoir and the Truman Reservoir.
The Sac River is slower than a lot of the other Ozark Rivers, but is encompasses a large
drainage basin. The Sac River has fairly clean water, and some good fishing. One of the
largest advantages the Sac River has is its proximity to the Kansas City Metropolitan area.
If power is being generated at Stockton Dam, then the river will flow well. However, if no
power is being generated, the river will flow at levels lower than before the dam was built.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 2

DIFFICULTY: I

QUADRANGLES: Stockton, Bearcreek, Bona, Aldrich, Caplinger Mills, Filley, Roscoe, Vista, Osceola
COUNTIES: Cedar, St. Clair, Polk
NAME OF SECTION: Stockton to Caplinger Mills

DISTANCE: 16.5 miles

GRADIENT: 1.7

EST. TIME: 9 hours

STARTING POINT: State Hwy 32 bridge below Stockton Reservoir
ENDING POINT: Caplinger Mills public access
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Bear Creek is the first tributary in this section. In good water it can
be floated (gradient of lower 9 miles is 5). About 9 1/2 miles down river, Keith Island will
be encountered. It is a long island with the left channel being longer, but often is better.
Only another 1/2 mile is Masters Island. Both channels are of equal length. About 1 mile
past Masters Island is the Narrows of Horseshoe Bend. A portage of 50 yards here will
save 2.2 miles of paddling.

NAME OF SECTION: Caplinger Mills to US Hwy 54

DISTANCE: 15.7 miles

GRADIENT: 2.2

EST. TIME: 8 hours

STARTING POINT: Caplinger Mills public access
ENDING POINT: Private campsite on left above bridge. Inquire.
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Several tributaries join the Sac River within this section. Included
are Cedar and Horse Creek which are floated by local fishermen. There is some scenic
overhangs and pretty Ozark scenery along the river. There is a good riffle above the US
Hwy 54 bridge, but below the bridge, the river becomes bigger and much slower and
eventually turns into a lake.
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SHOAL CREEK
FEATURES: Shoal Creek is probably the most exciting and fun creeks near Joplin, MO. The
river gets its name from its numerous fast, rocky riffles, ledges, and waterfalls. This is a
challenging, fast river with many exciting runs, and plenty of chances to dump the canoe.
Just like Spring River, which flows in the same general area, obtain a map with details on
the rapids. Whenever the river gets going to fast, stop and inspect the river from the
banks. As with Spring River, canoeists on this river need to already be proficient with
canoeing. This would not be considered a river for beginning canoeists. However, older
and more experienced Scouts will enjoy the thrills this river has to offer.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 6.5

DIFFICULTY: II and III

QUADRANGLES: Ritchey, Neosho, Joplin District

COUNTIES: Newton

NAME OF SECTION: Ritchey to Tipton Ford

DISTANCE: 24 miles

GRADIENT: 5.8

EST. TIME: 10 hours

STARTING POINT: Below mill dam at Richey, MO on MO Hwy W
ENDING POINT: Tipton Ford Access on right side
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Shoal Creek starts south of Joplin and flows towards it and
eventually into Kansas. This section follows railroad tracks for the first few miles and the
railroad bridge crosses the river at several points. For a 2 mile stretch in this section the
gradient becomes 11 - Be Careful! There are three low dams within 5 miles of the US Alt.
71 bridge. Approach these dams with caution. Plenty of fast rapids await you in this
section to make this a beautiful float.

NAME OF SECTION: Tipton Ford to Schernerhorn Park

DISTANCE: 16 miles

GRADIENT: 5.7

EST. TIME: 6 hours

STARTING POINT: Tipton Ford Access

ENDING POINT: Schernerhorn
Park on NE side of Hwy So of Galena

SECTION DESCRIPTION: This section is also filled with plenty of good, fast water with the
potential for log obstructions. Rifts at Redings Mill are 6 miles down river and are just
above the Hwy 43-86 bridge. The first drop is a 2 foot drop and the second is a shelving
of jumbled rocks which drops 6 feet or more. Both are runable in good water, but inspect
carefully. Avoid both drops if unsure. About 1 mile past the Interstate 44 bridge, portage
left at Grand Falls Dam.
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SPRING RIVER
FEATURES: The Spring River is the largest and most northern of the rivers in Southwest
Missouri. The river begins at Big Spring which has a daily flow of over 10 million gallons.
This is a fairly fast moving stream and is more difficult than many other rivers listed.
Before attempting this river, the Scouts should have some proficiency in whitewater
canoeing. I would recommend that all Scouts have the canoeing merit badge and be
capable of earning the Whitewater Canoeing merit badge. This is a river to learn more
about the fun and techniques of whitewater canoeing, not the basics of how to maneuver a
canoe. It is recommended that you obtain a map for this river, and don’t run it blind. This
is not a river for beginners. However, older, more experienced Scouts should enjoy the
challenge this river has to offer.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 5.3

DIFFICULTY: II and III

QUADRANGLES: Stotts City, Sarcoxie, Joplin District

COUNTIES: Lawrence, Jasper

NAME OF SECTION: Williams Creek to MO Hwy 37 bridge

DISTANCE: 23 miles

GRADIENT: 6

EST. TIME: 8 hours

STARTING POINT: Spring branch from Big Spring on Williams Creek
ENDING POINT: MO Hwy 37 bridge access
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Several bridges pass over the Spring River. After the third bridge
(MO Hwy 97), the next 8 miles are brushy with log obstructions. At 16 miles from the
starting point, there is a sharp drop at Old Mill Dam. All through this section, you must
paddle slowly and be in control at all times. Backferrying is a needed technique to safely
float this river. The Larussel Access is 17.3 miles from the put-in. It is public with no
camping.

NAME OF SECTION: Hwy 37 to Walnut Bottoms

DISTANCE: 12 miles

GRADIENT: 4.8

EST. TIME: 4 hours

STARTING POINT: Mo Hwy 37 bridge access

ENDING POINT: Walnut Bottoms
Public Access - no camping

SECTION DESCRIPTION: Most of this section is difficult, especially in low-water because of
log debris in stream. Beware of the Morrow Mill Dam. You can take-out here or portage.
When you arrive at Walnut Bottoms, you will be within the sprawling towns near Joplin.
Although the wilderness effects are diminished, Spring River runs fast and fun.
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SPRING RIVER (CONTINUED)
NAME OF SECTION: Walnut Bottoms to Old Mill Dam

DISTANCE: 18.4 miles

GRADIENT: 5.9

EST. TIME: 7 hours

STARTING POINT: Walnut Bottoms Public Access
ENDING POINT: Access along road just past the Old Mill Dam at Galesburg
SECTION DESCRIPTION: Spring River passes under many bridges during this section since it
flows so close to Joplin and vicinity. The water picks up under the bridges and possible log
jams may be encountered. Be alert that 3 miles af
after
ter the Hwy O bridge, the river divides
for the Old Quaker Mill. Take the left channel. About 2.5 miles past the Hwy 43 bridge
(good access) is the Old Mill Dam at Galesburg; take
take-out
out just past here on road on left.
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SWAN CREEK
FEATURES: Even though there are only 21 miles of navigable river, Swan Creek is one of the
favorite runs of Missouri whitewater canoeists. In normal summer water, this creek is a
canoe-wade-fish stream than a whitewater run. The day after a heavy rain is an ideal time
to make a run. Beware of camping near the river if the weather looks threatening,
because the river can rise very rapidly. Fly-fishing can be very good in this very clear
stream.
GENERAL GRADIENT: 10.2

DIFFICULTY: I and II

QUADRANGLES: Garrison, Forsyth

COUNTIES: Christian, Taney

NAME OF SECTION: Garrison to Hwy 160
DISTANCE: 21 miles
GRADIENT: 10.2
EST. TIME: 10 hours
STARTING POINT: Hwy 125 bridge at Garrison
ENDING POINT: Hwy 160 bridge at confluence of Swan Creek and White River
SECTION DESCRIPTION: In higher water, the creek has a difficulty of II and III. There are
quite a few constrictions where the water will rise and form standing waves, or haystacks.
There are plenty of rapids offering plenty of excitement in higher waters. This river would
be a tame float in normal waters, but would be a very fun and challenging river to the
more experienced Scouts during rains.
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