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Questions to ask when visiting Scout Troops 
Webelos should ask: 
1. Is the Troop active? Do they do things I would enjoy? 

2. What size is the Troop? What size of Troop would I like? 

3. Are there other boys my age in the Troop? 

4. Are any of my friends in or joining the Troop? 

5. Does the Troop go to a summer camp? Which one(s)? Is it important to me where they go? 

6. Should I / could I go to summer camp? 

7. Does the Troop participate in any Honor Camper programs (i.e. Order of the Arrow, Tribe of Mic-O-Say)? Do they matter? 

8. How often does this Troop do outdoor activities (i.e. camping)? 

9. Will I have a say in decision making? 

10. Does the Troop have advanced programs for older Scouts? 

11. How often does the Troop meet? 

12. Do I have a good chance of advancing to Eagle with this Troop? 

13. Will I have fun? 
Parents should ask: 
1. What values/skills will my son learn? 

2. What are the other adult leaders like? 

3. Can I participate in leadership if I desire? 

4. Is this a “boy run” Troop? Is that important? 

5. Where, when, and how often does the Troop meet? Is it convenient for transporting my son? 

6. What is the age ratio of the boys? Do the older Scouts help the younger Scouts? 

7. How much will it cost? Camping? Summer camp? Fundraisers? 

8. How often does the Troop camp? Do I have to camp with them? 

9. Does the Troop go to a summer camp? Which one(s)? Is it important to me where they go? 

10. Does the Troop participate in any Honor Camper programs (i.e. Order of the Arrow, Tribe of Mic-O-Say)? Do they matter? 

11. Is the Troop active? Do they do activities my son would enjoy? 

12. Will my son be encouraged/able to advance to Eagle in this Troop? 

13. Can moms participate? Go camping? Go to summer camp? 

14. Can this Troop provide a quality Scouting experience for my son and his friends? 

15. What is expected of the parents and family by the Troop? 
16. Will we have fun?
Webelos Visit to Troop - Checklist

Troop Number: ___________


Date of Visit: ________________

Meeting Place: _______________________
Time: _____________________

Scoutmaster's Name: _______________________________________________

Senior Patrol Leader's Name: ________________________________________

My Evaluation of this Troop:

Are all the boys in uniform?



Yes 

No

Was the meeting organized?



Yes

No

Is the meeting run by the boys?


Yes

No

Do they have boys of all ages?


Yes

No

Did I feel welcome?




Yes

No

Did their campouts sound like fun?


Yes

No

Do they have a calendar?



Yes

No

Do I already know boys in the troop?


Yes

No

Are there plenty of adult leaders involved?

Yes

No

Were the older Scouts helpful?


Yes

No

Did they answer my questions?


Yes

No

Do they have a program for new Scouts?

Yes

No

Notes:

Things I liked about this troop are:

Things I did not like about this troop are:

Adult Visit to Troop - Checklist

Troop Number: ________        Date of Visit: __________ 
Quality Unit:
  Yes
No

Sponsored by: ______________________________

How Long: ____________

Scoutmaster's Name: ____________________________________________________

Meeting Place: ________________________________
Time: ________________

Meeting Run by:
Youth

Adults

Mixed

Was the meeting organized?



Yes    

No

Does the troop produce a calendar of events:    
Yes    

No

Does the program schedule:

____ change yearly

____ remain similar with different summer camps

____ remain similar from year to year

What special events does the troop participate in? (i.e. Scouting for Food, Scout Show)

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Leadership Corp:

Does the troop have an active boy leadership corps?

Yes

No

How often do they meet? _________________________________________________

How many boys in the leadership corps? ____________________________________

How is the boy leadership decided?
Elected by boys

Appointed by adults






Other: __________________________________

How often does the troop hold elections? ____________________________________

Uniforms:

Were the Scouts in uniform?    
Yes    

No

Were the adults in uniform?     
Yes    

No

What are the uniform requirements of the troop? _______________________________

How many uniforms will each boy need? _____________________________________

Camping:

How often does the troop camp? ___________________________________________

What type of camping does the troop do? (check all that apply)

____ Summer camp:

____ In Council
____ Out of Council

____ Alternate


____ Frequency
____ Jamborees

____ Winter camp

____ Camporees
____ High Adventure

____ Backpacking

____ Canoeing


Most popular camp is located:_____________________________________________

Do all the boys get to go on all of the outings? ________________________________

Are there any age or rank restrictions? ______________________________________

Do campouts have a theme, merit badge or rank requirement focus?
Yes
No

Costs:

What are the joining costs? _______________________________________________

What are the local troop costs? ____________________________________________

Are there additional costs to join the troop? __________________________________

What fundraisers are available for the scouts? ________________________________

How are scout earnings handled? __________________________________________
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