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2014 Year to Date Advancement Summary: 

Tiger: ....................... 1 Tenderfoot: .... 1 

Bobcat: ..................... 4 2
nd

 Class: ........ 1 

Wolf: ........................ 3 1
st
 Class:......... 2 

Bear: ........................ 3 Star:................ 1 

Webelos: .................. 2 Life: ............... 0 

Arrow of Light:........ 3 Eagle: ............. 7 

THE POLARIS   
The Internationally Famous North Star District, 

Galacticly Famous Heart of America Council, BSA. 

F E B R U A R Y ,  M M X I V
 

 

 

North Star District Pinewood Derby 
Saturday, February 8

th
, the HOTTEST & FASTEST Pinewood Derby Racers 

from every Cub Scout Pack will compete for top honors.  Come out and watch!! 

This year, the Pinewood Derby will be held at Maple Woods Community College.  

Racing will be held in the Campus Center ï Arbor Room.  (Click on the link above, put 

your home address in item ñAò, and then press Get Directions.  Park in the lot.  Use THIS  link to show 

you the building where the race will be held.  Walk to the GREEN arrow on the map.) 

Here is the racing schedule: 

 Check In Time Race Begins Time 

Tigers 8:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 

Wolves 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Bears 11:00 a.m. 12:00 noon 

Webelos 1 12:30 p.m. 1:30 p.m. 

Webelos 2 2:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 

Finals 4:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 

Rules and race schedule are available at Roundtable. 

This is the 21
st
 running of the North Star Pinewood Derby.  Racemaster Sean 

McCombs has assembled a great team to help run this event.  All participants should 

arrive one hour before racing begins to check in their car.  Also, each racer is reminded 

there is a $7 entry fee to race, which helps offset the costs of trophies and recognition. 

While at the race, if you get hungry, Troop 495 will be hosting a concession stand.  All 

proceeds will fund their High Adventure trip 

this summer ï so come hungry and eat up!! 

If you have any questions, contact Sean  at 

seanmac614@yahoo.com.  Or, call Sean at 

816-505-0383 (after 5pm).  Come on out 

and watch these Cub Scouts have fun!! 

 

https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=%2B39%C2%B0+14%27+43.03%22,+-94%C2%B0+32%27+48.93%22+(39.245285,+-94.546926)&hl=en&ie=UTF8&sll=39.245184,-94.546623&sspn=0.001461,0.001926&geocode=CZHf5UqLkYflFeXVVgIdElRd-g&t=h&mra=mift&z=19
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=39.246099,-94.547512&ll=39.246056,-94.547195&spn=0.001461,0.001926&num=1&t=h&z=20
mailto:seanmac614@yahoo.com?subject=Pinewood%20Derby%20Question
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North Star District Calendar 
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/Districts/NorthStar/Calendar.aspx 

February, 2014 
1 Work Day, 8:00 a.m., Bartle 
2 Scout Sunday  
6 District Roundtable, 7:00 p.m., KCMO Police Training 

Academy, 6885 NE Pleasant Valley Road, Kansas 
City, MO.  Merit Badge Counselor Training, Den Chief 
Training, Internet Advancement Training,  & OA 
Chapter Meeting. 

8 North Star District Pinewood Derby, 8:00 a.m., 
Maple Woods Community College, 2601 NE Barry 
Road 

8 Metropolitan Community College Business & 
Technology Merit Badge Round-Up, 7:45 a.m., 1775 
Universal Ave, KCMO 

10 Bear Camp Draw Begins ONLINE!! 
11 District Committee Planning Meeting, 7:30p.m., 

Liberty Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 
13 Commissioner Staff Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Liberty 

Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 
14 Valentineõs Day ð Donõt Forget!! 
15 Work Day, 8:00 a.m., Naish 
20 Mic-O-Say Workshop ð Attire for Honored Women 
22 Work Day, 8:00 a.m., Naish 
27 Mic-O-Say Workshop ð Attire for Honored Women 

March, 2014 
1 Work Day, 8:00 a.m., Bartle 
6 District Roundtable, 7:00 p.m., KCMO Police Training 

Academy, 6885 NE Pleasant Valley Road, Kansas 
City, MO.  Merit Badge Counselor Training, Den Chief 
Training, & OA Chapter Meeting. 

8 Work Day, 8:00 a.m., Naish 
11 District Committee Planning Meeting, 7:30p.m., 

Liberty Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 
13 Commissioner Staff Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Liberty 

Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 

April , 2014 
3 District Roundtable, 7:00 p.m., KCMO Police Training 

Academy, 6885 NE Pleasant Valley Road, Kansas 
City, MO.  Merit Badge Counselor Training, Den Chief 
Training, & OA Chapter Meeting.  

5 Bartle Skilled Trades Day, 8:00am, Bartle 
6 Scout Day at the òKó, 11:00am, Kauffman Stadium. 
8 Webelos Camp Leader Orientation.  TBA. 
8 District Committee Planning Meeting, 7:30p.m., 

Liberty Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 
10 Commissioner Staff Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Liberty 

Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 
12 Work Day, 8:00 a.m., Naish 
25 Work Day (OA Induction Weekend #1), 8:00 a.m., Naish 
30 Naish Camp Staff Orientation, 7:00pm, Naish ï 

Central Camp Dining Hall 

 

 

 

May, 2014 
1 District Roundtable, 7:00 p.m., KCMO Police Training 

Academy, 6885 NE Pleasant Valley Road, Kansas 
City, MO.  Merit Badge Counselor Training, Den Chief 
Training, & OA Chapter Meeting. 

 Bartle Work Day (Camp Set Up) ð Bartle 
3 Naish Work Day - Naish 
3 Bartle Camp Staff Orientation, 8:30am ï Service 

Center 
8 Commissioner Staff Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Liberty 

Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 
9-11 Work Day (OA Induction Weekend #2), 8:00 a.m., Naish 
11 Motherõs Day ð Donõt Forget!!!   
13 District Committee Planning Meeting, 7:30p.m., 

Liberty Stake Center, 6751 NE 70th Street 
16-18 Scouting 500, 5:00p.m., Kansas Speedway - - 

Register Early!! 
18 Bear Camp Leaders Orientation, TBA 
19 Bear Camp Leaders Orientation, TBA 
20 Venturing Camp Leaders Orientation, TBA 
5/30 ð 6/1 Mic-O-Say Tribal Celebration, 6:00pm, Bartle 
 
 
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Mark Samuels 

for being named Scouter of the 

Month  at the North Star District 

January, 2014 Roundtable.  Mark is 

a longtime volunteer to Scouting.  

Thanks, Mark, for all you do for 

Scouting.   

  

Top Eagle Scout Project 

In 2013, 153 young men 

earned their Eagle Scout 

Award.  A major part of 

the Eagle badge is the 

Service Project.  Each 

year, each district in the 

Heart of America 

Council reviews these 

service projects.   

This year, the service 

project of Eagle Scout 

Alexander Brooks of 

Troop 1376 was selected as the North Star District Project 

of the Year.  Alexander built a labyrinth at Grace 

Episcopal Church which required over 411 man-hours to 

complete.   

http://www.hoac-bsa.org/Districts/NorthStar/Calendar.aspx
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Bartle+Scout+Reservation,+Northeast+Scout+Camp+Road,+Osceola,+MO&hl=en&sll=39.091919,-94.57572&sspn=0.628858,1.223602&oq=bartle+sc&mra=ls&t=m&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Maple+Woods+Community+College,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&ll=39.244734,-94.546859&spn=0.013942,0.01502&sll=37.6,-95.665&sspn=57.239166,61.523438&oq=maple+woods&hq=Maple+Woods+Community+College,+Kansas+City,+MO&t=m&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Maple+Woods+Community+College,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&ll=39.244734,-94.546859&spn=0.013942,0.01502&sll=37.6,-95.665&sspn=57.239166,61.523438&oq=maple+woods&hq=Maple+Woods+Community+College,+Kansas+City,+MO&t=m&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1775+Universal+Avenue,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=38.304661,-92.437099&sspn=4.706544,9.689941&oq=1775+U&hnear=1775+Universal+Ave,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64120&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1775+Universal+Avenue,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=38.304661,-92.437099&sspn=4.706544,9.689941&oq=1775+U&hnear=1775+Universal+Ave,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64120&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1100+Martinek+Lane,+Bonner+Springs,+Kansas&sll=39.180377,-94.563854&sspn=0.00284,0.004329&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1100+Martinek+Ln,+Bonner+Springs,+Wyandotte,+Kansas+66111&t=h&z=16
http://micosayworkshop.info/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1100+Martinek+Lane,+Bonner+Springs,+Kansas&sll=39.180377,-94.563854&sspn=0.00284,0.004329&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1100+Martinek+Ln,+Bonner+Springs,+Wyandotte,+Kansas+66111&t=h&z=16
http://micosayworkshop.info/
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Bartle+Scout+Reservation,+Northeast+Scout+Camp+Road,+Osceola,+MO&hl=en&sll=39.091919,-94.57572&sspn=0.628858,1.223602&oq=bartle+sc&mra=ls&t=m&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1100+Martinek+Lane,+Bonner+Springs,+Kansas&sll=39.180377,-94.563854&sspn=0.00284,0.004329&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1100+Martinek+Ln,+Bonner+Springs,+Wyandotte,+Kansas+66111&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Bartle+Scout+Reservation,+Northeast+Scout+Camp+Road,+Osceola,+MO&hl=en&sll=39.091919,-94.57572&sspn=0.628858,1.223602&oq=bartle+sc&mra=ls&t=m&z=16
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/webelos-camp-leader-orientation-2014-04-08
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1100+Martinek+Lane,+Bonner+Springs,+Kansas&sll=39.180377,-94.563854&sspn=0.00284,0.004329&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1100+Martinek+Ln,+Bonner+Springs,+Wyandotte,+Kansas+66111&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1100+Martinek+Lane,+Bonner+Springs,+Kansas&sll=39.180377,-94.563854&sspn=0.00284,0.004329&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1100+Martinek+Ln,+Bonner+Springs,+Wyandotte,+Kansas+66111&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+MO&hl=en&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.310476,91.757813&hnear=6885+NE+Pleasant+Valley+Rd,+Kansas+City,+Missouri+64157&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Bartle+Scout+Reservation,+Northeast+Scout+Camp+Road,+Osceola,+MO&hl=en&sll=39.091919,-94.57572&sspn=0.628858,1.223602&oq=bartle+sc&mra=ls&t=m&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1100+Martinek+Lane,+Bonner+Springs,+Kansas&sll=39.180377,-94.563854&sspn=0.00284,0.004329&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1100+Martinek+Ln,+Bonner+Springs,+Wyandotte,+Kansas+66111&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1100+Martinek+Lane,+Bonner+Springs,+Kansas&sll=39.180377,-94.563854&sspn=0.00284,0.004329&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1100+Martinek+Ln,+Bonner+Springs,+Wyandotte,+Kansas+66111&t=h&z=16
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.219227,-94.501205&hl=en&sll=39.219441,-94.501042&sspn=0.002507,0.003178&t=h&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=18
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/scouting-500
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/scouting-500
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Bartle+Scout+Reservation,+Northeast+Scout+Camp+Road,+Osceola,+MO&hl=en&sll=39.091919,-94.57572&sspn=0.628858,1.223602&oq=bartle+sc&mra=ls&t=m&z=16
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Letôs Get Our 

Leadersé 
2014é  A new calendar year.  However, the need to be 

trained remains the same.   

The holiday season is over, most of us are ready for Mother 

Nature to stop dropping snow on us, and we cannot wait for 

the summer to get here.  Reviewing and updating your 

training is a great way to kick-start your enthusiasm for 

delivering a top-notch Scouting program to our youth. 

Shown below is an updated list of training opportunities.  

Additional information can be found at the North Star 

Training webpage at http://www.hoac-
bsa.org/Districts/NorthStar/Training.aspx.   

Upcoming Training Opportunities: 

¶ Mar 11 ð Scoutmaster/Assõt Scoutmaster Training, Part 1, 
TBA 

¶ Mar 15 ð Wilderness First Aid, Naish 

¶ Mar 18 ð Scoutmaster/Assõt Scoutmaster Training, Part 2, 
TBA 

¶ Mar 22 ð Wilderness First Aid, Naish 

¶ Mar 28-29 ð Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills, TBA 

¶ Mar 28-29 ð HOAC Den Leader Outdoor Experience (DOE), 
TBA 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Greg Plumb at 

scouterplumb@gmail.com or at 816-309-2049.  Also, be sure 

to visit the National training web site and check out the new 

training sections.  If you have any questions, let Greg know.   

On-line training links: 

¶ Cub & Scout Youth Protection training  

¶ Venturing Youth Protection training 

¶ Cub Scout Leader, Boy Scout Leader and Venturing 

Leader Fast Start training 

¶ Safe Swim Defense & Safety Afloat 

¶ Weather Hazards 

Go to: https://scoutnet.scouting.org/elearning 

MCC Merit Badge Round-Up 

On Saturday, 

February 8, 2014, 

the School of 

Business & 

Technology at the 

Metropolitan 

Community College will be hosting a Merit Badge Round-

Up.  This event will start at 7:45am. 

The college is hosting classes for ten merit badges where 

Scouts can participate in hands-on workshops for 

Computers, Drafting, Electronics, Robotics, and 

Metalwork, just to name a few. 

For more information on how to sign up for these classes, 

contact Amy Lagermann at 816-604-5478, or at 

amy.lagermann@mcckc.edu.   

 

 

Webelos Bridging to Scouts 

For the past two months, The Polaris has been reminding 

both Cub Scout and Boy Scout leaders to plan on 

conducting an effective bridging program for all 2
nd

 Year 

Webelos Scouts who will be moving on in their Scouting 

career.  The time to execute that successful program is 

NOW!!!    

A benefit of conducting an effective and exciting bridging 

ceremony is that the Webelo Scout who is transitioning 

over to a Boy Scout Troop feels special and excited about 

his new Scouting career. 

BUT, an unwritten secondary goal of this bridging 

ceremony is that it creates excitement in the younger Cub 

Scouts.  Knowing that this special event is out there now 

becomes a goal for them strive for ï to stay in Scouting. 

It is the goal of the North Star District that all 2
nd

 Year 

Webelos make this transition.  Year after year. 

If you know of any Webelo who is not continuing his 

Scouting career, please be sure to reach out to your Unit 

Commissioner.  They will work with you to make this 

transition a positivie experience for the Webelo. 

Also, any Cub Pack leader that has not started talking with 

the Boy Scout leader(s) that their Webelos will be bridging 

into should start that conversation now.  Frequent 

communications will ensure a great bridging ceremony.    

Bartle & Naish Work Days 

Bartle:  2/1/14,  3/1/14,  4/5/14 (Skilled Trades Day),  5/3/14 

(Bartle Camp Set Up),  8/6/14 (Bartle Camp Teardown),  

9/6/14 (OA Induction Weekend),  10/4/14,  11/8/14. 

Naish:  2/22/14,  3/8/14,  4/12/14,  4/25/14 (OA Induction 

Weekend #1),  5/9/14 (OA Induction Weekend #2),  8/2/14 

(Naish Camp Teardown),  8/15/14 (OA Induction Weekend 

#3),  9/27/14 (Skilled Trades Day),  11/1/14. 

Council Office:  9/13/14. 

For more information, check out http://www.hoac-

bsa.org/maintenance-team 

http://www.hoac-bsa.org/Districts/NorthStar/Training.aspx
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/Districts/NorthStar/Training.aspx
mailto:scouterplumb@gmail.com?subject=Training%20Question%20-%20-%20-
https://scoutnet.scouting.org/elearning
mailto:amy.lagermann@mcckc.edu
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/maintenance-team
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/maintenance-team
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Comments From Our New District 

Commissioner 

Greetings, Scouters!! 

It is an honor to have been 
asked to serve as the District 
Commissioner for the North 
Star District.  We have had a lot 
of great leaders in our district 
and I hope I can live up to the 

standards that they have set.  
When I first became a unit leader, I 

was a bit leery about having a Unit Commissioner attend our 
unit meetings.  I thought maybe they were a spy from the 
council office looking to dig into our units business.  But, 
what I have since learned is that a Commissioner provides a 
great service to our units. 

Every unit deserves a trained, informed and dedicated 
Commissioner who is willing to support the District-to-Unit 
relationship.  A Commissioner plays several roles ς friend,  
representative, unit "doctor," teacher, and counselor.  Unit 
Commissioners focus on 4 primary areas:  1) Supporting unit 
growth in the Journey to Excellence.  2) Linking district 
committee resources to the unit.  3) Visit the units on a 
regular basis to help the unit leadership in any way possible.  
4) Support an on time charter renewal. 

When we say a Scout deserves a trained leader, we are 
saying that it is important that each Scout leader should 
understand what needs to be done to put on a great 
program.  Well, every unit deserves to have a trained Unit 
Commissioner who plays an important role as described in 
the above paragraph.  The Unit Commissioner does attend 
training, and also attends continuing training that is provided 
at the District and Council levels.  They also provide valuable 
service to the units during units meetings, and share valuable 
information from the district and council.  There are some 
new initiatives from the Council that will change the Unit 
CƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ and the way that the Commissioner 
staff provides unit service.  So, when you see your Unit 
Commissioner at your meetings and district functions, take 
some time and visit with them. 

I am looking forward to working with all of the great 
volunteers of the North Star District and meeting those of us 
that are in the units working to provide the best program we 
can for the scouts we serve.  If you have any concerns or 
would like to visit with me on how we can better our 
program for the scouts, please feel free to contact me at 
374gator@gmail.com  or at 816-792-5469. 

Yours in Scouting!! 

Paul "Gator" Crooks 

---North Star District Commissioner 

 

Scouting 500 
Now is the time to start planning for Scouting 500 ï THE 

premier Scouting event for the Heart of America Council 

in 2014. 

Scouting 500 is a Council-wide camping extravaganza that 

will be held Friday  through Sunday, May 16-18, at the 

Kansas Speedway. 

This is the inaugural event of a race-themed weekend 

camping festival that will be held every four years.  

Dozens of hands-on events, attractions, comptitions, and 

shows will test the Scouting skills of everyone.  Be sure to 

check out www.hoac-bsa.org/scouting-500.  All unit leaders 

are to scroll to the bottom of the page and register.  This 

gives you the opportuinty to let the Council know that you 

will be participating in an entire weekend of fun. 

Be sure to check the web site often.  As information about 

the event is made available, it will be posted here.  Make 

sure every Scout registers and attends.   

 

District Camping Changes in 2014 

As units plan for 2014, two annual District camping events 

will not be held this year. 

The Klondike Derby in January and Webelos Woods in 

May are cancelled.  In their place, all units should be 

planning for the Council Scouting 500 event in May.  

More information on Scouting 500 can be found here. 

Look forward to these events to resume in 2015.  In the 

meantime, be sure to put the ñOUTINGò in Scouting!! 

Mic-O-Say Tribal Council  

Do you know of someone who 

has shown exceptional Scouting 

leadership in your unit?  If so, 

they may be a candidate for the 

Mic-O-Say Tribal Council. 

Nominations are due on March 

1
st
, 2014.  Nominations are 

confidential.  For more 

information, be sure to keep an 

eye on the Mic-O-Say page on the council web site at 

http://www.hoac-bsa.org/mic-o-say.   

 

mailto:374gator@gmail.com
mailto:374gator@gmail.com?subject=Hi%20Gator%20-%20I%20Have%20a%20Scouting%20Question%20For%20You......
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/scouting-500
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/scouting-500
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/mic-o-say
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Greetings From Our  New District 

Director ï Trey Miller  

Hello, I am Trey Miller your 
new North Star District 
Director.   

My wife, Judy, and our children 
Clay, Davis and Adie, are 
excited to be joining the North 
Star District and Heart of 
America Council!   

Scouting has been an 
important part of my life since 
I put on the blue Cub Scout 
shirt when I was 6 to the time 
my mother pinned my Eagle 
badge on my chest.  I was 

honored with my Vigil Honor sash and my Wood Badge 
Beads.   

{ŎƻǳǘƛƴƎΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ have 
guided me as a volunteer, as a Cubmaster, Assistant 
Scoutmaster, Unit Commissioner, and District Committee 
member.   

These values have continued to guide me professionally 
as I have served the past 14 years as a District Executive, 
Senior District Executive and District Director in the Land 
of Oneidas/Revolutionary Trails Council in Utica, NY, Great 
Trails Council in Dalton, MA and the Otschodela Council in 
Oneonta, NY.    

I am looking forward to serving with you and making the 
bƻǊǘƘ {ǘŀǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ άǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
America Council - Together All Things Are Possible! 

Yours in Scouting, 

---Trey Miller 

Ideal Year of Scouting 

On Wednesday, February 12
th
, 

2014, starting at 6:30pm at the 

Kansas City MO Police 

Academy (you know, the place 

where we hold Roundtable), the 

Ideal Year of Scouting will be 

presented.  Dinner will be served. 

Here, you learn how to generate program ideas for the year, 

clear those ideas through your unit committee and let kids 

vote on favorites, create an annual program calendar, create a 

budget, communicate the annual program plan and budget to 

parents, and create fundraiser goals based on the budget. 

This is all geared towards you creating a fun and exciting 

program that is intended to generate excitement and 

participation in your unit.  If the youth in your unit are having 

fun, they will bring their friends along. 

To register for this program, call Serena Fox at the Council 

Service Center at 816-942-9333.  She will work with you to 

get you registered for this event.  Be sure to bring all of the 

volunteer leaders in your unit along.   

Investment in Character Presentations 

For 2014, the North 

Star District has had a 

great response from 

unit leaders in 

scheduling their 

Investment in 

Character presentation.  

This presentaiton is 

critical in the 

successful operation of the District as well as the Council.  

For those that have scheduled a presentation ï THANK 

YOU! 

However, there are several units that have not scheduled a 

presentation.  They are: 

1051 1096 1125 1137 1301 1313 

1360 1367 1378 1408 1412 1417 

1418 1419 1900 4096 4125 4313 

4360 4367 4417 6125 6418 

If you see your unit in this list, please contact Melinda 

McCombs immediately at melindamccombs@outlook.com 

or at 816-419-8400.  Thank you.   

Greetings From Our  New District 

Executive ï Adam Singleton 

Greetings, North Star District.   

I am Adam Singleton, your new 
District Executive for the North 
Star District.   

L ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ [ŜŜΩǎ {ǳƳƳƛǘΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
member of troop 264.  I am a KSB 
in the tribe of Mic-O-Say, was on 
the Lakefront staff in 95 and 96, 
and the Lone Star office staff in 
97.  So, bear with me if I say Lone 
Star instead of North Star (by day 
оΣ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 

saying it wrong more times than right!)   

After graduating from Columbia College, I spent 10 years 
in the Air Force as a Space and Missile Officer.  I spent the 
last 2 years working in a Target Distribution Center in 
Pueblo, CO.  While in Colorado, I was a Den Leader for 
pack 169 and have been a volunteer commissioner at 
Bartle for the last 5 years. 

While I will greatly miss the mountains and all that 
Colorado has to offer, it feels great to be back home and, 
more importantly, back in the Heart of America Council.  I 
look forward to meeting everyone, and am excited to 
ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ {ǘŀǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΗ  LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǾŀƛlable if 
you have any questions or need help with anything. 

Yours in Scouting, 

---Adam Singleton 

 

mailto:melindamccombs@outlook.com
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Order of the Arrow Activities  

There are plenty of activities 

going on this winter with 

the Order of the Arrow. 

¶ OA Dues.  Packets 

for paying Order of 

the Arrow dues 

were placed in the unit mailbox at the January 

Roundtable.  Please look through the packet and make 

every effort to collect dues from your Arrowmen.  

Arrowmen must stay current on their dues in order to 

participate in Order of the Arrow activities (meetings, 

Induction weekends, Fall Fellowship, Winter Banquet, 

etc.).  If you have any questions, contact Barry 

Laughrige at barry100@loughrige.com.  

¶ Chapter Meetings.  The North Star chapter of the 

Order of the Arrow, the Bo Qui Chapter, meets every 

Roundtable in the Mall.  All Arrowmen are 

encouraged to attend. In addition to great fellowship, 

conducting the business of our Councilôs largest OA 

chapter, we serve ourselves pizza and give away door 

prizes.  Come out and join in.   

¶ Election Teams.  Our chapter conducts 20-30 elections 

each spring.  We need Arrowmen to visit Troops who 

are conducting elections.  If you have a group of 

Arrowmen that would like to form an election team, 

please contact Barry Laughrige  at 

barry100@loughrige.com.  Training is required.  It 

takes less than an hour, and can be conducted at your 

location. 

¶ 2014 Venturing Leadership Award (VLA) Nominations 
are due into the Council Office no later than March 1

st
.   

The VLA is a group of youth selected from among the 

best youth nominated for leadership roles in the 

Council.  Nominations to the positions may be made 

by peers or the individual themselves.  The 

nomination form can be found HERE.    

¶ 2014-15 Venturing Officers Association Nominations 

are due into the Council Office no later than March 1st.   

The VOA is a group of youth selected from the 

Council to provide leadership to the Venturing 

program in the Council and Region.   Nominations to 

the positions may be made by peers or the individual 

themselves.  The nomination form can be found HERE.   

For more information about OA events, check out 

http://www.hoac-bsa.org/oa-activities, or call 816-942-9333 

and ask for the Camping Department.   

Leather For Your MOS Attire  

Calling all Mic-O-Say Tribesmen.  If you are looking to 

update your tribal attire and need to add leather, give Dave 

Jerde a call at 660-215-0033 or 660-215-0856.   

Dave specializes in all types of leathers, and can help you 

pick out the best material for your attire.   

James E. West Fellowship Award 

The James E. West Fellowship Award is probably the one 

award that sparks the most misunderstanding when spotted 

on a uniform.  Some folks immediately assume that the 

award was simply purchased, which is not accurate.  

This award is presented to individuals based on a 

contribution of $1000 or more to the local Council's West 

Fellowship Fund.  Only registered Scouters or youth 

members receive and wear the square knot. 

At the January Roundtable, two outstanding individuals 

were awarded the James E. West Fellowship Award.  They 

are Devin Warrington  and John Peter (pictured above).   

The Heart of America Council and the North Star District 

congratulate Devin and John for their dedication to 

Scouting with their generous gift to Scouting.   

For more information about the James E West Fellowship 

Award, check out http://www.hoac-bsa.org/james-e-west-
fellowship-award.   

Commissioner College 

On Saturday, March 1
st
, 2014, 

the annual Commissioner 

College will be held at the Cerner 
Riverport Campus.   

Spend a day with fellow 

Commissioners and dedicated 

Scouters from the Central Region 

learning new skills and 

sharpening old ones to improve service to the units in our 

District.  Any adult leader who is curious about the 

numerous resources available in the Scouting movement is 

invited to attend.   

You can register for this event at www.hoac-
bsa.org/commissioners-college.   

 

 

 
Your Polaris Editorééé. 

mailto:barry100@loughrige.com
mailto:barry100@loughrige.com
https://www.hoac-bsa.org/Data/Sites/1/media/venturing/forms/VOA-HOAC-Nomination-Form.pdf
https://www.hoac-bsa.org/Data/Sites/1/media/venturing/forms/VOA-HOAC-Nomination-Form.pdf
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/oa-activities
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/james-e-west-fellowship-award
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/james-e-west-fellowship-award
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.154425,-94.50144&hl=en&ll=39.154424,-94.501348&spn=0.004959,0.004452&sll=39.154424,-94.501604&sspn=0.000877,0.001624&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=20&t=h&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=39.154425,-94.50144&hl=en&ll=39.154424,-94.501348&spn=0.004959,0.004452&sll=39.154424,-94.501604&sspn=0.000877,0.001624&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=20&t=h&z=18
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/commissioners-college
http://www.hoac-bsa.org/commissioners-college
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2013 Annual District Award Dinner 

On January 25th, the North Star District held its annual 

award dinner.  This year, it was held at the National 

Airline History Museum at the Downtown Airport.  We 

had a great turn-out, packing the dining room for a great 

evening of fellowship. 

A special thank you to Paul Crooks for serving as emcee 

the evening. 

 

The H. Virgil Bower Unit Leader Award receipient is 

David Lehman of Troop 397 (pictured with his wife). 

 

District Award of Merit ï  Barry Loughrige ï Troop 357. 

 

District Award of Merit ï  Bill McCully  ï Pack/Troop 333  

 

District Award of Merit ï  Brian Streich ï Pack/Troop 394. 

 

District Award of Merit ï  John Peter ï Troop 376. 

 

District Award of Merit ï  Patrick OôDell ï Troop 374. 

 

District Award of Merit ï  David Lehman ï Troop 397. 


