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Community partnership to help Kansas City Scouts earn new Merit Badge 

(Kansas City, Mo.)  Boy Scouts in Kansas City will be among the first in the country to earn a new merit badge 
for welding, thanks to a partnership between the Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts of America and 
Metropolitan Community College-Kansas City.  
 
The first-ever Welding Merit Badge Day will be held at MCC’s Business & Technology campus on Saturday, 
March 3, 2012 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Twenty-four Scouts from Kansas City’s urban core will have the 
opportunity to earn the badge that day under the guidance of professional welders who are faculty at MCC-
Business & Technology. Requirements for earning the badge include learning welding safety and designing and 
completing a welding project.  

 
“We were delighted to learn about the new welding merit badge and are so pleased our campus can give area 
Scouts an opportunity to earn it,” said Deborah Goodall, president of MCC-Business & Technology. “The Scouts 
will gain an appreciation for an important construction and fabrication craft. Hopefully the experience will pique 
their interest in welding and the role it plays in several technical fields.” 
 
The creation of the welding merit badge is part of the BSA’s new science, technology, engineering and math 
(S.T.E.M.) curriculum, designed to help Scouts develop critical skills that are relevant and necessary in today’s 
competitive world. Additionally, a BSA survey showed significant interest among Boy Scouts for pursuing a merit 
badge in welding.   
 
“This welding badge is a good fit in preparing Scouts for their future and offers Scouts a fun way to explore skills 
that can grow into a hobby or career,” said Kenn Miller, Scout Executive at the Heart of America Council. 
 
The welding badge will join more than 120 merit badges currently offered by the BSA. 
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The Heart of America Council, Boy Scouts of America serves 19 counties in and around the Kansas City metropolitan area and serves 
over 46,000 young people through more than 1,100 Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout troops, Venturing crews, and Explorer posts.  If you 
would like more information about Scouting in Kansas City please call (800) 776-1110 or visit www.hoac-bsa.org.   

Metropolitan Community College, founded in 1915, has a mission of preparing students, serving communities, creating opportunities. As 
the largest higher education institution in Greater Kansas City, MCC’s five campuses – Blue River, Business & Technology, Longview, 
Maple Woods and Penn Valley – serve more than 40,000 students annually through for-credit and non-credit courses and business 

services. Find more information at www.mcckc.edu or on MCC’s news blog at http://blogs.mcckc.edu/insider.   
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